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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Bedford. 

22nd  May,  1944. 


7o  His  Worship 
Bedford. 


the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1942,  which, 
like  its  predecessors,  has  been  delayed. 

To  speak  generally  the  health  of  the  population  has  remained  good  under 
war-time  conditions. 

I desire  to  express  my  thanks  for  their  help  to  the  staff  in  this  department, 
and  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments. 

1 am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


G.  K.  BOWES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD. 


Annual  Report 

OF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  1942. 


I.  General  and  Vital  Statistics. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  of  Borough  4^972  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  mid- 1942  56,320 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1942)  according  to  Rate  Books  14,'551 
Rateable  Value  on  December  31st,  1942  ...  ...  ...  ...  £393  553 

Sum  produced  by  a penny  rate,  half  year  ended  30th  September, 

1942,  estimated  £1 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1942. 
Live  Births — 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  . . . 782 

413 

369 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

Illegitimate  ...  48 

28 

20 

the  estimated  resident 
population  ...  14.7 

Still  Births  ...  23 

16 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births  27.0 

Deaths 653 

311 

342 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  11.6 

Deaths  from  puerperal 
General’s  Short  List) 

causes  (Headings  29 

• 

• 

and  30  of  the  Registrar- 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis 
No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes 
Total  


Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still) 
Deaths.  Births. 


2 2.3 

2 2.3 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

36 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

37 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 

21 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

...  103 

„ Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

• • • 

„ Whooping  Gough  (all  ages) 

• • • 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ... 

— 

Causes  of  Death. 

The  following  table  shows  causes  of  death  as  given  in  the  Registrar- 
General’s  statistics. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

311 

342 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

— 

— 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria  

1 

3 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

11 

5 

7.  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  

2 

5 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

9.  Influenza  

3 

3 

10*  ^i^03>sl0S  *•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

12.  Acute  Infective  Encephalitis  

— 

1 

13.  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M), 
Uterus  (F) 

10 

12 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

7 

8 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

12 

16.  Cancer  of  All  Other  Sites  

28 

26 

17»  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

4 

18.  Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  

35 

46 

19.  Heart  Disease  

79 

85 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

15 

23 

21.  Bronchitis 

18 

14 

22.  Pneumonia 

9 

10 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

6 

4 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

4 

2 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1 

— 

26.  Appendicitis 

— 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

13 

9 

28.  Nephritis  

6 

9 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis  

— 

— 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes  

— 

2 

31.  Premature  Birth  

7 

2 

32.  Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries,  In- 
fantile Diseases 

7 

6 

33*  SvucicIg  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

1 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents  

9 

— 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes  

13 

13 

36.  All  Other  Causes  

21 

37 

The  following  comments  on  causes  of  death  may  be  made.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  cerebro-spinal  fever,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough  or  measles. 
Deaths  were  caused  by  other  special  diseases  as  follows  : — 
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diphtheria,  4;  tuberculosis,  respiratory,  16;  other  forms,  7;  influenza,  6, 
in  comparison  with  11  in  1941  and  20  in  1940;  cancer,  all  forms,  103; 
suicide,  4;  road  traffic  accidents,  9,  in  comparison  with  16  in  1941.  The 
number  of  fatal  road  traffic  accidents  which  occurred  within  the  Borough 
boundary  were  9,  including  8 residents,  and  1 non-resident. 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Deaths  from  certain  causes,  for  Bedford  and 

England  and  Wales  compared. 

The  following  table  gives  rates  for  births,  deaths,  certain  causes  of  death, 
maternal  and  infant  mortality  for  Bedford  and  England  and  Wales  compared. 


Live  Births 
Still  Births 


Rates  per  1000  Civilian  population. 

England 

Bedford.  and  Wales. 

14.7  15.8 

0.41  0.54 


Deaths  : — 


All  causes*  ... 

11.6 

11.6 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ... 

— 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

0.02 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.07 

0.05 

Influenza 

0.11 

0.09 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

0.01 

* On  account  of  the  complexity  of  population  movements  the  Registrar-General 

no  longer  able  to  furnish  a comparability  factor  for  correction 

of  the  death  rate 

respect  of  age  and  sex  constitution 

Rates  per 

1000  Live  Births. 

England 

Bedford. 

and  Wales. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

36 

49 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age  ... 

— 

5.2 

Rates  per 

1000  Total  Births 

(live  and  still) 

England 

Bedford. 

and  Wales 

Maternal  Mortality  (excluding  abortion) : — 

Puerperal  Infection 

— 

0.42 

Others 

2.34 

1.59 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2.34 

2.01 
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Infant  Mortality. 


The  following  table  shows  infant  mortality  from  individual  causes,  stated 
in  accordance  with  age  at  death. 


CAUSE. 

WEEKS. 

TOTAL 

UNDER 

ONE 

MONTH. 

MONTHS. 

TOTAL 

UNDER 

ONE 

YEAR. 

0— 

1— 

2— 

3— 

1— 

3— 

6— 

9- 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 



1 



3 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Ileo-caecal  intussusception 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Marasmus  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformation  ... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Premature  birth  

8 

1 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Birth  injury 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Atelectasis  

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pemphigus  neonatorum 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Icterus  gravis  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Accidental  death  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  

19 

2 

1 

1 

23 

— 

1 

3 

3 

30 

II.  Social  Conditions 

There  is  little  change  in  the  general  condition  of  the  population  to  be 
recorded  in  comparison  with  1941. 
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III.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  Area. 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Municipal 


Laboratory  during  the  year. 

Nature  of  Specimen.  Numbers. 

Diphtheria  swabs  from  local  practitioners,  Isolation  Hospital, 

Oakley,  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  ...  667 

Sputa  for  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ringworm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • . • — 

Gerber  Tests  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Bacteriological  examination  of  water  samples  ...  ...  ...  240 


2.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

General. 

The  general  health  of  mothers  and  young  children  has  been  well  main- 
tained. Reference  is  made  in  my  last  report  to  the  distribution  of  vitamins. 
It  was  estimated  that  in  December  1942,  of  the  children  eligible  to  participate 
in  this  scheme,  the  following  percentages  were  in  fact  receiving  the  compounds 
supplied  : 

Fruit  Juice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30% 

Cod  Liver  Oil  ...  ...  ...  ...  16% 

3.  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

Midwives  Service. 

During  the  year  33  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise,  including 
some  who  undertook  temporary  duty  only.  The  following  table  shows  the 
work  carried  out  by  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough. 

Midwives  Cases  Attended. 

Midwives  Cases  attended. 


Municipal  Midwives 

No. 

4 

As 

Midwife. 

198 

As  Mat. 
Nurse. 

40 

Total. 

238 

Midwives  in  Private  Nursing 
Homes 

9 

34 

343 

377 

Midwives  attached  to  the  Bedford 
District  Nursing  Association 

5 

39 

33 

72 

Midwives  attached  to  the  Public 
Assistance  Institution 

9 

426 

31 

457 

Midwives  attached  to  the  Bedford 
& County  Girls’  Home 

1 

48 

3 

51 

Midwives  attached  to  the  Bedford 
County  Hospital 

3 

178 

23 

201 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  ... 

31 

923 

473 

1396 
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Institution  Accommodation  for  Maternity  Cases. 

49  cases,  for  whom  the  Council  accepted  financial  responsibility,  were 
admitted  to  the  Maternity  Wards  of  the  Bedford  County  Hospital.  With  few 
exceptions,  admitted  on  the  grounds  of  unsuitable  home  conditions,  these  were 
admitted  for  obstetric  reasons,  namely  complications  of  labour  or  the  ante- 
natal period. 


Ante-  and  Post-Natal  Supervision  by  Private  Practitioners. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  under  these 
private  practitioners. 

No.  of  ante-natal  examinations  ... 

No.  of  first  examinations  included  in  above  : Total  ... 

Insured  patients  

Uninsured  patients 

No.  of  post-natal  examinations  ... 


headings  by 

63 

52 

14 

38 
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4.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Children. 


The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  of  children  at  the  Welfare 
Centres. 


Children  Children 
below  1 year.  aged  1-S. 

1st  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  476*  68 

Total  number  of  children  attending  405f  796 


Total 

544 

1201 


* Children  who  were  under  1 year  at  the  date  of  their  first  attendance, 
t Children  who  were  under  1 year  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 

The  total  attendances  are  shown  below  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Bedford  Residents.  Evacuees. 

3,  Brereton  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  5197  416 

29,  Barford  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  4872  265 


Mothers. 


The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  ante-  and  post-natal  clinics. 


3,  Brereton  Road  ... 
29,  Barford  Avenue 


Ante-Natal  Attendances 
Bedford.  Evacuees. 

497  81 

656  61 


Post-Natal  Attendances 
Bedford.  Evacuees. 

40  1 

36  1 


5.  Health  Visiting. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


Total  primary  visits  paid  to  infants 
Total  re-visits,  under  1 year 
Total  re-visits,  1 -5  years  ... 

Total  number  of  ante-natal  visits 
Total  number  of  special  visits  ... 

Total  number  of  useless  visits,  e.g.  mother  not  at  home 
Total  number  of  post-natal  visits 


600 

2805 

6482 

154 

48 

2131 

2 


• • f 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  ^EALTH  SERVICES 

6.  Dental  Treatment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  for  pre-school  children. 


(1)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 


Bedford. 

Evacuees 

Number  of  mothers  attending:  (a)  Expectant 

118 

6 

(b)  Nursing 

20 

— 

Number  of  attendances 

229 

15 

Number  of  extractions  ... 

248 

12 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics 

68 

2 

Number  of  fillings 

18 

3 

Number  of  scalings 

2 

— 

Other  operations 

79 

— 

Dentures  supplied  to  : (a)  Expectant  mothers 

31 

2 

(b)  Nursing  mothers 

9 

— 

(2)  Pre-school  Children. 

Bedford. 

Evacuees. 

Number  of  individual  children  attending 

78 

— 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  these  children 

87 

— 

Number  of  extractions  ... 

155 

— 

Number  of  fillings 

6 

— 

Number  of  scalings 

— 

— 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics 

51 

— 

7.  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Part 

VII. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

The  number  of  persons  who  were  receiving  children  for  reward  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  12,  and  the  number  of  children  so  received  20. 

Regular  visits  are  paid  to  children  and  foster  parents  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

8.  War-time  Nurseries. 

During  the  year  accommodation  at  the  St.  John’s  War-time  Nursery  was 
increased  by  the  provision  of  a prefabricated  hut  with  30  places,  this  making 
a total  of  68  places  for  the  complete  nursery. 

In  August  the  Bromham  Road  Part-Time  Nursery  was  transferred  to  more 
convenient  premises  in  Park  Road  West. 

The  scheme  of  War-time  Nurseries  in  the  Borough  was  extended  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  by  the  provision  of  a Nursery  for  55  children,  aged  2-5, 
with  extended  hours,  at  the  Silver  Jubilee  School.  The  actual  administration  of 
this  and  other  nurseries  attached  to  schools  is  the  immediate  responsibility  of 
the  Education  Committee  and  the  Director  of  Education,  though  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  is  technically  responsible  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  certain  respects. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  average  number  attending  the  Nurseries 
during  the  year  or  since  opening. 


St.  John’s  Day  Nursery  ... 

•••  •••  •••  5 1. 

Park  Road  West  Day  Nursery  ... 

• ••  •••  23 

Denmark  Street  Day  Nursery 

• ••  •••  •••  13 

Silver  Jubilee  Day  Nursery 

• ••  •••  23 

IV.  Housing. 

1.  Statistics. 

The  following  table  gives  statistics  of  housing  work  undertaken  during  the 
year.  The  table  is  given  in  the  usual  form  with  the  exception  that  headings 
where  the  return  is  nil  are  omitted. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1350 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  including  reinspections,  made 

for  the  purpose 2566 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  7 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  including  reinspections,  made 

for  the  purpose 73 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 401 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  405 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding: — 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

^^e^ir  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  3 


HOUSING  13 

2.  Observations  on  Statistics. 

The  1350  houses  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  under  the  Housing 
Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

I.  — Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts. 

(i)  Reasonably  capable  of  repair  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  Not  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(iii)  Totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  — 

— 7 

II.  — Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i)  Minor  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  401 

(ii)  Not  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  942 

1343 


Grand  total  ...  ...  ...  1350 

Of  the  5 houses  included  under  I.  (i)  above,  4 were  repaired  before  the  end 
of  the  year  under  review,  and  in  the  case  of  the  remaining  one  the  necessary 
works  were  completed  during  the  early  part  of  1943. 

In  the  case  of  the  401  houses  included  in  II.  (i)  above,  all  the  notices 
were  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 


V.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

1.  Milk. 

(a)  Premises  and  Purveyors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  registered  premises  and  purveyors 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number  of  cowsheds  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  dairymen  with  premises  in  the  Borough 27 

Number  of  County  Purveyors  on  register  ...  ...  ...  21 

49 

(b)  Bacteriological  Examination. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for 
bacteriological  and  other  special  examination  and  the  results  of  such 
examinations. 


Class  of  Milk 

Number  of 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Specially Designated. 

Samples. 

factory. 

factory. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

1 

1 

Accredited 

• * • 

Pasteurised  (Bacterial  Count)  ... 

...  27 

23 

4 

Pasteurised  (Phosphatase  Test) 

None  were  taken  on  account  of 

special  transport  difficulties. 
Not  sold  under  Special  Designation. 

Milk  supplied  under  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

Raw 1 

Heat-treated  — 

Other  milk  in  normal  course  of  delivery  — 

Milk  in  process  of  pasteurisation  ...  9 


not  applicable 


14 


BEDFORD  HEALTH  REPORT 

Samples  are  classified  as  satisfactory  when  they  are  of  designated  milk  if 
they  reach  the  legal  or  agreed  standard  for  such  milk,  while  in  the  case  of 
other  milks,  for  raw  milk  the  standard  is  that  of  accredited  milk,  and  for  milk 
which  is  in  fact  heat-treated  the  standard  taken  is  that  of  pasteurised  milk. 

2.  Meat. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  con- 
demned during  the  year. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

(excluding 

cows). 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

No.  killed  and  inspected 

5440 

828 

2097 

15880 

866 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

11 

14 

3 

28 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

939 

218 

6 . 

92 

• 23 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

10.11% 

36.79% 

2.33% 

0.76% 

0.35% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

19 

33 

2 

— 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

248 

103 

1 

- 

12 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis ...  ...  ...  ... 

4.91% 

16.43% 

0.14% 

— 

2.08% 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  weight  of  diseased  and  unsound 
home-killed  meat  condemned. 


Class  of  Animai. 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  Diseases. 

Total 
* lbs. 

Whole 

Carcase. 

Part 
Carcase 
and  offals 

lbs. 

Whole 

Carcase 

Part 
Carcase, 
and  offals 

lbs. 

Oxen 

19 

254 

19108 

12 

935 

14001 

32109 

Cows 

33 

115 

22985 

14 

218 

10078 

33063 

Pigs 

6 

12 

960 

7 

23 

10401 

20001 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

— 

— 

— 

28 

102 

2006 

2006 

Calves  ... 

2 

1 

206 

3 

6 

495 

701 

Totals 

60 

382 

43259 

64 

1284 

276201 

698791 

In  addition  301  lbs.  of  imported  meat  were  condemned. 

As  in  previous  war  years  the  amount  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  is  high. 
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3.  Other  Foods. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  other  foods  condemned. 


No.  of 

Class  of  Food.  lbs. 

Tinned  goods — various  commodities  (4,468  containers)  ...  11138| 
Prepared  Meats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fish  3333 

Poultry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4^ 

Rabbits  112 

Flour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  634f 

Fish  Cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  301f 

Cereals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Dried  Fruits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59J 

Meat  Pies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36f 

Jam  13 

Slab  Cake  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Rye  Grain  ...  2128 


Arrangements  are  in  existence  for  the  salvage  for  purposes  other  than 
human  consumption  oTall  foodstuffs  condemned. 

4.  Adulteration  of  Food. 

74  samples  of  milk  and  40  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  (1  sample  broken  in  transit). 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  nature  of  samples  found 
adulterated  or  deficient,  and  the  action  taken  in  these  cases. 


Action  Taken  on  Adulterated  Samples. 


Serial  No. 
Formal. 

of  Sample. 
Informal. 

Commodity. 

Nature  of  Adulteration. 

Remarks  as  to  Action 
Taken. 

B.251 

— 

Milk 

6.0%  abstracted  fat. 

Case  investigated — no 

wilful  adulteration. 

B.266 

Milk 

32.0%  abstracted  fat. 

Case  investigated,  and 
subsequent  samples 

satisfactory.  Action 

taken  to  secure  im- 
provement of  milk  on 
production. 

B.287 

— 

Milk 

10.0%  abstracted  fat. 

Vendor  cautioned. 

In  addition  10  samples  were  tested  in  the  laboratory  by  the  Gerber  Test. 
9 were  up  to  and  1 below  the  standard.  Samples  found  deficient  are  made  the 
basis  for  further  action  in  determining  causes  of  deficiency  or  in  referring 
samples  to  the  Public  Analyst. 
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VI.  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases. 

1.  Infectious  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

(a)  General  Statistics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  noti- 
fied during  the  year,  together  with  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital 
and  the  deaths  from  these  diseases. 

Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  1942. 


Disease. 

Total 
cases 
notified,  t 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital.* 

Total 

deaths 

registered. 

Smallpox  

Scarlet  Fever  

360 

328 

- - 

Diphtheria  

33 

33 

4 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

2 

2 

. ■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

15 



Pneumonia  

39 

■■■  , 

19 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

— 

■■■ 

■■  ■ 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— — 

.... 

Polioencephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

13 

2 

— 

Dysentery  

_ 

Malaria  

_ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

Measles  

25 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

57 

2 

— 

* The  figures  are  the  true  figures  after  making  allowance  for  revision  of  diagnosis, 
t Reference  is  to  Hospital  of  the  Bedford  Joint  Hospital  Board  or  other  Isolation  Hospitalsl. 
Provisional  Diagnoses  are  included. 
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The  following  table  gives  an  account  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
according  to  age. 


BEDFORD  HEALTH  REPORT 

(b)  Individual  Diseases. 

The  following  remarks  may  be  made  under  the  heading  of  each  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  prevalence  of  this  disease  remained  high,  and  was, 
in  fact,  even  above  the  high  prevalence  for  the  preceding  two  years.  There 
were  360  cases,  corresponding  to  a rate  of  6.39  per  1000,  which  may  be  com- 
pared with  2.19,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Diphtheria.  33  cases  occurred,  in  comparison  with  43  in  1941,  giving  a 
rate  of  0.59  per  1,000,  compared  with  1.05  for  England  and  Wales. 

Enteric  Fever.  2 cases  were  notified,  one  as  typhoid,  the  other  as  para- 
typhoid. In  neither  case  was  it  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 

Measles.  This  disease  was  not  epidemic  during  the  year.  25  cases  only 
were  notified,  as  sporadic  cases  only,  preceding  the  epidemic  which  reached  its 
height  in  the  following  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  15  cases  were  notified. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever.  1 case  only  was  notified,  in  contrast  with  15 
in  1941,  and  19  in  1940,  a figure  which  indicates  greatly  diminished  prevalence 
in  comparison  with  the  epidemic  of  the  previous  years.  The  rate  was  0.02 
per  1,000,  as  compared  with  0.14  for  England  and  Wales. 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis.  No  cases  were  notified.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

Influenza.  There  were  6 deaths  from  influenza,  corresponding  to  a rate 
of  0.11,  which  may  be  compared  with  a rate  of  0.09  for  England  and  Wales. 

2.  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  in  their  age  groups. 


Age  distribution  of  Cases  and  Deaths. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

10  

15  

2 

1 

1 

1 

20  

6 

4 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

25  

8 

2 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

2 

35  

45  

55  

7 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

0 

6 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

65  and  upwards 

3 

“■■■  ■ 

2 

1 

“ 

Totals 

36 

10 

2 

5 

11 

5 

4 

3 

4 deaths  occurred  in  cases  not  previously  notified.  In  all  these  cases  a 
communication  is  addressed  to  the  doctor  certifying  death,  or  who  is  known 
to  have  been  in  previous  attendance  on  the  patient. 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


19 


The  number  of  deaths  correspond  to  a rate  of  0.41  per  1,000  for  all 
forms  of  tuberculosis,  0.28  for  respiratory  cases,  and  0.12  for  non-respiratory. 

3.  Contagious  Diseases. 

Scabies. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  scabies 
during  the  year. 

Number  of  cases  discovered  by  notification  or  otherwise  ...  957 

Number  of  individual  treatments  carried  out  at  the  Cleansing 

Station  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  5961 

In  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the 
Borough  it  was  thought  advisable  to  seek  the  co-operation  of  all  managements 
of  factories  with  a view  to  reducing  the  number  of  cases  occurring  amongst 
their  employees.  For  this  purpose  all  factories  in  and  adjoining  the  Borough 
were  visited  and  the  Welfare  Officers  interviewed  with  the  result  that  co- 
operation has  been  received  whereby  any  suspicious  cases  are  at  once  reported 
and  all  facilities  given  for  treatment  to  be  rendered  to  their  workers  during 
working  hours. 

Verminous  Conditions. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  in  cleansing  verminous 
persons  during  the  year. 

N umber  of  N umber  of 

Cases.  Treatments. 

School  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  200  238 

War  workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 5 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  15 

4.  Artificial  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  under  the  advice  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  a special  publicity  campaign  was  undertaken  in  order  to  secure 
immunisation  of  as  large  a number  of  children  as  possible.  At  the  same  time 
as  the  campaign  of  general  advertisement,  individual  appeals  were  made  by 
letter  and  special  visits  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  children  of  pre-school  age 
who  had  attained  the  age  of  1,  and  letters  sent  to  parents  of  all  children 
attending  elementary  schools.  Letters  were  also  addressed  to  the  Heads  of  the 
secondary  schools  informing  them  that  treatment  was,  if  desired,  available  for 
their  pupils.  As  a result  of  this  intensive  drive  a considerable  increase  in  the 
number  immunised  was  achieved. 


The  following  figures  show  the  numbers  immunised  during  the  year. 

Treatment 

Treatment 
Completed. 

Children  aged  1-5  ...  ...  ”...  1029 

Children  aged  5-15  ...  ...  ...  964 

Other  children  and  adults  ...  ...»  20 

It  was  estimated  that  in  December  1942  the  following  proportion  of 
children  had  been  successfully  immunised  at  some  time  in  their  life. 

Children  aged  1-5  ...  ...  ...  40.0% 

Children  aged  5-15  ...  ...  ...  60.7% 


Begun  but  not 
Completed. 

83 

67 

1 
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Report  of 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

F.  C.  HAYNES,  Cert.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


I.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  report  shows  the  general  and  detailed  nature  of  the  duties 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  Department  during  the  year  1942. 

This  Report  includes  particulars  with  regard  to  Sanitary  Inspections  of 
the  area;  in  conjunction  with  details  with- regard  to  matters  referred  to  in  the 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  relating  to  Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  Area  (Section  III.),  Housing  (Section  IV.),  and  Inspection  and  Super- 
vision of  Food  (Section  V.). 

1.  SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS,  AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE  DUTIES. 

Housing. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Regulations  ...  7 

No.  of  Houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  5 

No.  of  Houses  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  — 


No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  1343 

No.  of  Houses  where  nuisances  were  discovered  under  Public 

Health  Acts 401 

No.  of  Re-visits  to  houses  and  premises  under  Housing  and 

Public  Health  Acts 1223 

*No.  of  Houses  remedied  under  Housing  Acts 5 

No.  of  Houses  where  nuisances  remedied  under  Public  Health 

Acts  401 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  which  were  out- 
standing at  end  of  1942  1 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  Visits  9 

No.  of  Houses  found  to  be  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  Houses  where  overcrowding  abated  3 

Drainage. 

No.  of  House  drains  tested  on  payment  of  fee 1 

No.  of  Flouse  drains  where  defects  found  1 

No.  of  Nursing  Home  drains  tested  3 

No.  of  Nursing  Home  drains  where  defects  found  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  School  and  Boarding  House  drains  tested  ...  ...  


* This  figure  includes  one  house  inspected  in  1941  and  remedied  in  1942. 
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No.  of  School  and  Boarding  House  drains  where  defects  found  — 
No.  of  Drains  tested  on  complaint,  or  inspected  during 

alterations  175 

No.  of  Drains  where  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

No.  of  Re-visits  for  inspection  during  repairs  and  reconstruction  404 
No.  of  Re-tests  made  to  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Infectious  Diseases. 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  433 

No.  of  Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  402 

No.  of  articles  of  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected  ...  ...  39244 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  210 

Slaughterhouses. 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1438 

Other  Food  Premises. 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  Meat  Shops  and  all  Food  Premises, 

Stores  and  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1513 

No.  of  Visits  to  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Factories. 

No.  of  Visits  to  Factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  51 

No.  of  Visits  to  Factories  without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  Visits  to  Outworkers  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Shops  Act. 

No  of  Visits  19 

Offices. 

No.  of  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Offensive  Trades. 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Animals  (Premises). 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  etc. 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Places  of  Entertainment. 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels. 

Flo.  of  isits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Merchandise  Marks  Act. 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  Shops,  Stalls  and  Vehicles  ...  ...  17 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Acts. 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  infested  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


25 


Rent  Restriction  Acts. 

No.  of  Visits  in  connection  with  extortionate  rents  ...  ...  38 

Sundr>’  Nuisances. 

No.  of  Visits  made  with  reference  to  complaints  or  nuisances 

discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Miscellaneous  Visits. 

No.  of  Visits  made  (Unclassified)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1416 

No.  of  Visits  made  (Government  Evacuation  Scheme)  ...  ...  571 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling. 

No.  of  Samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  ...  ...  114 

No.  of  Informal  Samples  procured  and  examined  in  the 

Laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Department  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  Samples  of  Graded  Mil  ksubmitted  for  examination  ...  29 

General  Administration. 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  Housing  Act  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  401 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  Shops  Acts  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  Rent  Acts  ...  ...  25 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  Factories  Act  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  2 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  various  Byelaws,  Orders, 

and  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Total  No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  448 

Total  No.  Statutory  Notices  served  : — 

Housing  Act  1 

Public  Health  Acts  — 

Total  No.  Legal  Proceedings  taken  under : — 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Housing  Act  — 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Rent  Restriction  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Other  Statutes,  Orders,  or  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

II.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  ( a)  Housing  Act,  1936. 

During  the  year  7 houses  were  inspected  and  action  taken  to  have  the  same 
put  into  a reasonable  state  of  repair. 

Houses  demolished  apart  from  Demolition  Order. 

20,  22,  24,  26,  28,  30,  32,  34,  Albert  Street.  These  8 houses  were  rendered 
totally  unfit  by  enemy  action  and  were  subsequently  demolished. 

1223  visits  were  made  to  houses  during  the  year  to  supervise  works  of 
repair,  etc.,  both  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 


26 


BEDFORD  HEALTH  REPORT 


(b)  Public  Health  Act.  1936. 

During  the  year  1343  houses  were  inspected  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Act  and  at  401  minor  defects  or  nuisances  were  found  to  exist,  and  these 
were  abated  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

In  addition  inspection  was  made  to  hotels,  refreshment  houses,  houses  of 
public  entertainment  and  offices. 

(c)  Various  Acts,  Byelaws,  Orders  and  Regulations. 

The  work  of  inspection  of  premises  such  as  shops,  factories,  dairies,  cow- 
sheds, and  bakehouses,  etc.,  was  carried  out  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  same 
complied  with  the  provision  relating  to  these  classes  of  premises. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  Notices  served  to  secure  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  the  various  Statutes,  Byelaws,  Orders  and 
Regulations. 

Notices  Served. 

Statute.  Informal.  Statutory. 


Housing  Act  ... 

5 

1 

Public  Health  Act 

...  401 

— 

Shops  Act 

. . . — 

— 

Factories  Act  ... 

5 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ... 

2 

— 

Rent  Act 

25 

— 

Various  Byelaws,  Orders  and  Regulations  . . . 

10 

■■■■ 

Totals 

...  448 

1 

2.  Drainage. 

Testing  and  Inspection. 

The  following  table  is  a summary  of  the  houses  and  other  premises  at 
which  drains  were  tested  or  inspected  and  repair  work  carried  out. 


No.  where 

Type  of  Premises. 

No. 

No. 

defects 

No.  wholly 

No. 

tested. 

inspected. 

found 

relaid 

repaired 

(i)  Private  Houses 

(o)  On  payment  of 

1 

1 

1 

f • • • • • • 

(b)  On  complaint, 
etc*  • • ♦ • • • 

20 

149 

39 

8 

31 

(ii)  Schools  and 

» 

Boarding  Houses 
(o)  Harpur  Trust  ... 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(6)  Private 

— 

— 

(hi)  Nursing  Homes  ... 

3 

— 

2 

■ 

2 

(iv)  Hospitals  

— 

A 

(v)  Other  premises  ... 

— 

6 

6 

c 

Totals  

24 

155 

48 

10 

38 

404  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  supervising  the  reconstruction  of 
drains  and  28  re-tests  carried  out. 

One  house,  which  was  drained  into  a cesspool  with  pail  closet,  was 
redrained,  and  the  same  connected  to  the  public  sewer,  a W.G.  being  provided. 
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A survey  was  made  of  the  churches  in  the  town  in  order  to  ascertain  that 
satisfactory^  sanitary  accommodation  existed  for  fire  watchers.  Satisfactory 
arrangements  had  been  made  in  all  cases  with  one  exception,  and  at  this  church 
drainage  was  provided  connected  to  the  public  sewer,  together  with  W.G.  and 
washing  facilities. 

A report  was  submitted  to  the  Education  Authority  indicating  lack  of 
sanitary  accommodation,  etc.,  at  the  London  Road  (Temporary)  School,  and 
subsequently  the  Board  of  Education  consented  to  the  installation  of  proper 
sanitary  accommodation,  etc.,  which  was  carried  out. 

At  two  large  houses  which  were  converted  into  Hostels  for  troops  the 
works  of  reconstruction  of  the  drainage  system  were  undertaken  under  the 
supervision  of  this  Department. 

3.  Inspection  of  Office  Premises. 

Inspections  were  made  of  28  office  premises  during  the  year,  and  the  same 
were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

4.  Refuse  Storage. 

In  21  instances  the  dustbins  were  found  to  be  in  a defective  condition,  and 
following  upon  service  of  informal  notices,  new  bins  were  duly  provided. 

5.  Hotels  and  Public  Houses. 

23  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year  and  the  same  found 
to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

6.  Refreshment  Houses. 

16  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  at  one  premises  additional  W.G. 
accommodation  was  provided. 

7.  Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

In  all  45  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 

In  consequence  of  the  premises  being  divided  into  separate  letting  it  was 
found  necessary  to  provide  additional  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing 
facilities. 

At  another  premises  which  was  brought  into  use  as  a canteen,  alterations 
and  additions  were  made  to  the  sanitary  accommodation. 

Inspection  of  the  Gounty  Theatre  was  maintained  up  to  midsummer  when, 
owing  to  damage  by  enemy  action,  the  premises  were  closed  till  the  end  of 
the  year. 

8.  OflFensive  Trades. 

During  the  year  24  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  the  same  found 
to  be  in  order. 

9.  Shops  Act  1934 — Section  10. 

19  visits  were  made  to  shop  premises  during  the  year  and  the  same  found 
to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

10.  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

During  the  year  210  complaints  were  received  and  the  necessary  action 
taken  to  secure  extermination  of  the  vermin. 
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11.  Rent  Restrictions  Acts,  1920-1939. 

During  the  year  38  complaints  alleging  excessive  rents  being  charged  were 
received  and  investigated  and  the  following  summary  shows  the  results  of 
these  investigations. 

In  one  instance  excess  rent  amounting  to  £4  4s.  Od.  was  refunded  to  the 
tenant. 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  any  legal  proceedings  to  secure  the 
reductions^  as  in  each  case  where  excessive  rent  was  found  reduction  of  the 
rent  to  a reasonable  figure  was  secured  by  informal  action. 


Type  of  Letting. 
Whole  House  : 

(a)  Furnished 

(b)  Unfurnished 

Flat  or  Rooms  : 

(a)  Furnished 

(b)  Unfurnished 

Totals 


No.  of 

complaints  Rent  found  Rent  found  Rent 
Received.  Excessive,  not  excessive.  Reduced. 


3 

1 

2 

1 

10 

8 

2 

8 

8 

4 

4 

4 

17 

12 

5 

12 

38 

25 

13 

25 

III.  PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

24  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  these  premises  when  the  same  were 
found  to  be  in  a generally  satisfactory  condition. 

2.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  4 Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough,  and  the 
following  table  shows  the  situation  and  accommodation  available. 


Situation. 

No.  of  Rooms. 

No.  of  Beds. 

8a,  Tavistock  Place 

• • • 

...  6 

40 

4,  All  Hallows  Lane  . . . 

• • • 

4 

19 

22  All  Hallows  Lane  ... 

• • • 

5 

28 

104,  Greyfriars  Walk  ... 

• • • 

5 

• • • V./ 

14 

20 

101 

21  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  these  premises,  when  it  was  found 
that  the  same  were  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  the  requirements  of  the 
byelaws  duly  observed. 

3.  Moveable  Dwellings. 

Inspections  were  made  of  the  caravans  stationed  at  the  Fair  Ground, 
and  these  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Inspection  was  also 
made  of  the  6 caravans  situated  in  the  Clarence  Yard,  when  they  were  found 
to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition.  In  all  33  visits  of  inspection  were  made  for 
these  purposes. 
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IV.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

(aj  Inspections. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inspections  made  and  defects 


found  and  the  result  of  action  taken. 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 
Defects  Defects 
found.  remedied. 

Factories — 

(a)  With  mechanical  power 

51 

4 

4 

(b)  Without  mechanical  power 

5 

1 

1 

Other  premises 

1 

— 

— 

Out- workers 

17 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

'Totals  ...  ... 

74 

5 

5 

1.  ■ 

At  one  newly  established  factory  drainage  connected  to  the  public  sewer 
was  provided,  together  with  water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing 
facilities. 

At  2 other  factories  additional  W.G.s  and  washing  facilities  were  provided 
owing  to  the  employment  of  female  staff. 

The  owners  of  another  factory  were  desirous  of  establishing  a Day  Nursery 
for  the  use  of  children  whose  mothers  were  being  employed  in  the  factory, 
and  works  of  adaptation,  drainage,  sanitary  accommodation,  etc.,  were 
carried  out. 

(b)  Home-work. 

During  the  year,  as  a result  of  lists  that  were  received  from  employers 
recording  the  names  and  addresses  of  outworkers  residing  in  the  Borough,  17 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  premises  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  No  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurred  amongst  the  outworkers 
or  their  families. 

(c)  Bakehouses. 

57  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses  during  the  year,  and  in  general  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

V.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

1.  Disinfection. 

433  visits  were  made  with  regard  to  investigation  of  infectious  diseases. 
Disinfection  of  402  rooms  and  39,244  articles  of  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  after 
cases  of  infectious  disease,  tuberculosis  and  cancer  were  carried  out. 

2.  Disinfestation. 

( a)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  work  of  eradication  of  bugs  in  infested  houses  was  carried  out  by  this 
Department  free  of  charge. 

In  all  67  houses,  comprising  93  rooms,  were  given  treatment  by  means  of 
spraying  with  an  insecticide,  and  infested  bedding  was  removed  for  steam 
disinfection.  The  majority  of  the  houses  were  not  seriously  infested,  but  at 
12  houses  it  was  found  necessary  to  destroy  the  bedding. 
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During  the  course  of  the  year  it  was  considered  essential  from  a health 
point  of  view  to  offer  disinfestation  of  bedding  and  blankets  used  by  fire- 
watchers,  and  on  application  this  work  was  undertaken. 

(b)  Other  Vermin, 

4 houses  infested  with  beetles,  crickets  and  ants  were  discovered  and 
the  necessary  treatment  given. 

(c)  Scabies. 

434  visits  were  made  to  cases  of  scabies  which  were  reported  or  discovered 
during  the  year. 

VI.  SCHEMES  ARISING  OUT  OF  PRESENT  EMERGENCY. 

Duties  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department. 

It  was  necessary  to  establish  new  offices  for  the  Billeting  Staff  and  for  this 
purpose  premises  were  acquired  and  works  of  adaptation  were  carried  out. 

Schools. 

Additional  premises  were  taken  over  for  use  as  a boarding  house  by  an 
evacuated  school  ,and  works  of  adaptation  were  carried  out. 

Housing. 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  transferred  war- workers  needing  housing 
accommodation,  the  owners  of  any  houses  found  to  be  vacant  were  interviewed 
and  as  a result  13  houses  were  requisitioned,  surveyed  as  to  their  condition,  and 
where  found  necessary  put  in  a habitable  state  of  repair  prior  to  their  being 
re-occupied. 

Claims  for  Compensation. 

40  claims  for  compensation  for  damage  caused  to  bedding,  etc.,  by 
evacuees  were  investigated  and  reported  upon  to  the  Ministry,  and  as  a result 
awards  were  made  in  each  instance. 

Other  Works  Carried  Out. 

In  order  to  establish  Nursery  schools  in  various  parts  of  the  town  a survey 
of  suitable  buildings  was  made  and  subsequently  works  of  adaptation  were 
carried  out  at  2 premises  for  this  purpose. 

Baths  and  Wash-house. 

As  the  number  of  evacuees  using  these  baths  decreased  considerably  during 
the  year  approval  was  obtained  from  the  Ministry  to  allow  war-workers  also 
to  have  the  use  of  these  baths.  It  was  also  found  advisable  to  open  the  baths 
only  on  2 days  per  week.  The  average  weekly  attendance  was  : Baths,  74 ; 
Washing,  10.  The  charge  of  4d.  per  bath  and  6d.  per  hour  for  washing  was 
maintained. 

Inspection  of  Billets  and  Hostels,  etc. 

571  visits  were  made  to  billets,  hostels,  etc.,  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year  for  the  general  administration  of  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 


